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PROBLEMS OF THE NEW MORALITY
BY VICTOR S. YARROS
IS there such a thing as a new, modern morality? If there is, what
are its sanctions, and what its scientific or philosophic founda-
tion? Is it possible to dispense with all morals, as hosts of men and
women are dispensing with all religion, or with what they call
religion? Has there been a revolt against moral standards and
principles, and, if so, what are the insurgents fighting for an in-
scribing on their own banners ?
These and other new-old questions are discussed ably and lucidly
by \\'alter Lippmann, a disciple of William James and Graham
\\'allas, in a new book entitled A Preface to Morals. Mr. Lippmann
is a social radical, or at least an advanced or "leftist" liberal, and his
views are symptomatic and significant. He arrives at no startling
conclusions, it is true; but the younger generation respect him and
will condescend to read and digest his ideas. To the conservatives
he may be recommended as a thoughtful interpreter of ethical and
sociological modernism. He puts things, moreover, in a fresh,
original way even if the substance and matter of his observations
possess very little originality. His book should be pondered and
welcomed as a notable contribution to the social sciences.
According to ^Ir. Lippmann, the present generation is dis-
tinguished not by "its rebellion against the religion and moral code
of its parents, but by its disillusion with its own rebellion." The
rebels are not happy or triumphant ; they are completely emanci-
pated, but they do not know how to use and what to do with their
freedom. They profess contempt for authority, but they feel that
the ousted authority has left a void that must be filled somehow. In
Mr. Lippmann's words : "It is impossible to reconstruct an enduring
orthodoxy, and impossible to live well without the satisfactions
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which an orthodoxy would provide." Hence the unrest, the dis-
content, the secret quest for a new morahty. Even the loudest of
the rebels talk of the good life, recognizing the necessity of certain
virtues and qualities in human conduct and human relations, but
what is the good life? It is not necessary to exhort the young to be
good, but it is necessary to show them what the good is and just
why it is deemed good. They are profoundly skeptical, but not
perverse, not unwilling to learn and to accept proof when offered
what they regard as proof.
And Mr Lippmann essays to sketch or forecast the new morality,
the morality that may become orthodox and serve as a dependable
guide to life and conduct. He is not entirely successful in this
hazardous attempt indeed, he seems at times quite arbitrary and to
generalize on the slender basis of his own tentative sentiments and
opinions. But, even when plainly subjective, he stimulates thought
and challenges attention.
Mr. Lippmann has no patience with the shallow neo-Hedonists.
He does not believe in the gospel of yielding to natural impulses
and desires. He is a rationalist, not a mystic, of course, and he does
not agree with those who think we are born to be miserable, or that
there is some virtue in unhappiness. He is a combination of Stoic
humanist and Puritan. He says, for example
:
."To be able, as Confucius indicates, to follow what the heart
desires without coming into collision with the stubborn facts of life
is the privilege of the utterly innocent and the utterly wise. It is
the privilege of the infant and the sage who stand at the two poles
of experience ; of the infant, because the world ministers to his heart
a desire, and of the sage because he has learned what to desire."
The crux of the human problem is expressed in the last several
words. We cannot, and we know we cannot, indulge our appetites
and follow our instincts—for that way anarchy and madness lie.
We must get understanding and acquire wisdom ; we must consider
others as well as ourselves ; we must discipline and reconstruct our-
selves to achieve the power to sublimate and harness our instincts
and desires. We must become masters of our natures and learn to
desire the right and good ingredients of life. And what a^'c those
ingredients? According to Mr. Lippmann, science and freedom of
experimentation have not revised in any substantial way the cardinal
precepts of the old morality or the old wisdom. To quote the author
again
:
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"What the sages have prophesied as high rehgion, what psy-
chologists delineate as matured personality, and the disinterestedness
which the Great Society requires for its practical fulfillment, are all
of a piece and are the basic elements of the modern morality."
The saying that all educated and cultivated men have the same
religion, may not be strictly true. But Air. Lippmann contends that
all enlightened and earnest men tacitly accept the same morality, a
morality based on need and genuine expediency, on reason and the
fitness of things. Not, perhaps, fitness in a cosmic sense; we are
less dogmatic or confident than were past generations about harmony
with nature or with God ; but we are incurably pragmatic, and we
find that the new-old morality, when sincerely and intelligently
applied, makes for the sort of values and satisfactions which we
desire when we are most mature and worthy of our best selves.
Air. Lippmann is more optimistic than most of his present or
former colleagues in liberal journalism and politico-social reform.
He finds much encouragement in current tendencies—in the increas-
ing moralization of business, for example, in the rising standards of
advertising, in the socialization of public utilities, in the acceptance
by corporations of the principles of service in lieu of that of profit.
Some of his notions seem naive and crude. But he is emphatically
right in holding that the new-old morality will be judged mainly by
its fruits. The spirit of inquiry and criticism can never be im-
prisoned again. It has been liberated for all time, and the effects of
that liberation must be accepted and as far as possible be converted
into goodness and beauty.
Mr. Lippmann is more instructive and helpful as an interpreter
of negative phenomena than he is of the manifestations of the new,
pragmatic morality. He seems to evade certain profound issues, or
not to be aware of their existence. He virtually ignores the element
of mysticism. He refuses to face the fact that essentially human life
is tragic, unless science is radically and utterly wrong. To many
Bertrand Russell's ideas of the good life, of the worship of the free
man, of the future of the family and of the state, if not also of in-
dustry and economic relations generally, will seem more enlightened
and better-grounded than those of Mr. Lippmann. Even so, the
latter's book is to be heartily recommended for its admirable
qualities.
^^The International Journal ofEthics Seeks
to Clarify Theory and Improve Practice. "--
T. V. Smith, Associate Editor.
OOCIAL problems will be separately analy2;ed in
*^ special issues of the Journal during 1930. Within
the province of this publication lie both the central
field of ethical knowledge and practice and the bor'
dering fields of law, politics, economics, literature,
and religion. The first of these related topics is Law
and the Community.
IN THE APRIL ISSUE—the ethics of law
enforcement analyzed.
The International Journal of Ethics
Managing Editor, James H. Tufts
Associate Editor, T. V. Smith
English Editor, C. Deslisle Burns
EDITORIAL COMMITTEE
Felix Abler, New York M. JouRDAiN, London
Charles M. Bakewell, New Haven J. M. MacKenzie, London
John Dewey, New York
G. C. Field, Liverpool
L. T. Hobhouse, London
Harold Hoffding, Copenhagen
J. H. MuiRHEAD, Birmingham
RoscoE Pound, Cambridge, Mass.
Frank Thilly, Ithaca
John H. Wigmore, Chicago
!
Subscription price, $4.00 a year; single copies, $1.00.
C(madi€m postage, 15 cents; foreign postage, 20 cents.
THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO PRESS
-Publiihcn: DAVID NTXT. London G. H. STECHF.RT fO., Xrw York- FELIX ALCAN.
Paris—Akad, VerlaKsRPi^llbchaft. Lfipzig—NICOLA ZAMCHF.LLI, Bologna—
RLIZ HKRMANOS. Madrid-LIVRARIA MACHADO.
Porto—THE MARUZEX COMPANY. Tokyo.
"SCIENTIA"
INTERIVATIONAI. HKVIKW OK S( lENTIFIC SYNTHESIS
Published every month (each number containing tuo to no pages)
EDITORS
F. Bottnssi - G. Brnnl - F. Enrique*
IS THE OXLY REVIEW the contributors to which are really international.
IS THE 0.\I,Y REVIEW th.it h.is a really world-wide circulation.
IS THE OXLY REVIEW of scientific synthesis and unification that deals with the fundamental
questions of all sciences: the history of the sciences, mathematics, astronomy, geology physics,
chemistry, biology, psychology and sociology.
IS THE OXLY REVIEW that by means of enquiries among the most eminent scientists and
authors of all countries (On the philosophical principles oj the various sciences; On the most junda-
mental astronomical and physical questions of current interest; On the contribution that the differ-
<nt countries have given to the development of various branches of knowledge ; On the more impor-
tant biological questions; On the ^cat economical and sociological international questions, studies
all the main problems discussed in intellectual circles all over the world, and represents at the same
time the first attempt at an international organization of philosophical and scientit'ic progress.
IS THE OXLY' REVIEW that among its contributors can boast of the most illustrious men o(
science in the whole world. A Ibt of more than 350 of these is given in each number.
The articles are published in the language of their authors, and every number has a supplement con-
taining the French translation oj all the articles that are not French. The review is thus com-
pletely accessible to those who know only French. {Write for a free copy to the General Secretary
of "Scientia," Milan, sending 12 cents in stamps of your country, merely to cover packing and
postage.)
SUBSCRIPTION: ^10.00, Post free Officet Via A. De Toeni lli, Milan (110)
General Secretary: Paolo Bo.NtiTi
SCIENCE PROGRESS
A QUARTERLY REVIEW OF SCIENTIFIC
THOUGHT, WORK, AND AFFAIRS
Edited by Lieut.-Col. Sir RONALD ROSS
K.C.B., K.C.M.G., F.R.S., N.L., D.Sc., LL.D., M.D., F.R.C.S.
Published at the beginning of JANUARY, APRIL, JULY. OCTOBER
Each number consists of about 192 pages, contributed by authorities in their respective
subjects. Illustrated, 6s net. Annual Subscription, including postage, 25s, 6d.
SCIENCE PROGRESS owes its origin to an endeavor to found a scientific journal
containing original pap>ers and summaries of the present state of knowledge in all
branches of science. The necessity for such a journal is to be found in the fact that
with the specialization which necessarily accompanies the modern development of
scientific thought and work, it is increasingly difficult for even the professional man
of science to keep in touch with the trend of thought and the progress achieved in
subjects other than those in which his immediate interests lie. This difficulty is felt by
teachers and students in colleges and schools, and by the general educated public inter-
ested in scientific questions. SCIENCE PROGRESS claims to have filled this want.
JOHN MURRAY
Albemarle Street London, W-1
